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BRYAN’S FINANCIAL POLICY AS 

A “STEP ” TOWARD SOCIALISM 


NOTES AND COMMENT 


GROWING AWAY FROM THE 

CHURCH ” YET GIVING IT SUPPORT 


Success again! At Spring Valley, 
Ill., the Social Democratic party elect¬ 
ed Comrade Jonph Kelly to the city 
council as alderman against the “coal 
comiMny ticket. ’ Later, in the school 
election, 500 vcies were cast for the 
Social Democraric candidate against 
700 for the “cosn company ticket.” 


By Rev. Charles H. Vail. 


By W. P, Borland 


Occasionally one meets a man who 
»avs he is a Bryanite-Socialist; that is, 
a inan who claims to be a Socialist and 
a Bryanite at the same time. It is quite 
evident that a person occupying that 
position has not grasped the economic 
theories of either party, for they are 
mutually e..cltisive and move in ctm- 
trary directions. That Bryan's trust 
policy is anti-socialistic is now gener¬ 
ally conceded, but some seem to think 
that his -financial policy is a step to¬ 
ward Socialism. They argite that the 
money trust, as they call it, is the great¬ 
est of all trusts, and that we should 
commence refornt by destroying the 
money power. Bryan, they say, is 
“going our way” and we should aban¬ 
don independent party action and join 
the silver democracy. 

It is not my purpose in this article to 
show the absurdity of such tactics, btit 
merely to consider the question of 
Bryan's financial policy as a step toward 
Socialism. It is my contention that 
Bry’an's financial policy, like his trust 
.policy, is a middle class reform, and 
consequently o.' no interest to Social¬ 
ists or the working class—Socialism 
' being primarily a working class move¬ 
ment. Not only would this measure 
not impro'e the condition of the work¬ 
ing class but it w >uld tend to rehabili¬ 
tate the declining '.liddle cla.ss, and is, 
therefore, decidedly anti-socialistic. 

' Am' measure that tends to re-establish 
the” conditions of the pa.st—the condi¬ 
tions of competitive industry—is reac- 
i tionary; 

Socialists "believe in the organizatiem 
of industry. They trace the industrial 
evolution through its various stages, 
and point out the fact that the trusts 
have come as the natural and inevitable 
outcome of the competitive sy.stcm. 
The trust, then, is a step toward the 
Socialistic ideal—the complete unifipa- 
tion of industry. Every me.asure that 
tends to facilitate the organization of 
industry is a step toward the final goal, 
but every measure that tends to check 
Unification is decidedly anti-socialistic. 

Now, let us inquire. What would he 
the effect of Bryan's financial policy? 
Mr. Bryan contends that what he calls 
the money trust is the greatest of all 
trusts, and that the first step toward 
the destruction of industrial trusts is 
to destroy the money power. If the 
destruction of the money power would 
lead to the dissolution of the trust sys¬ 
tem, then, surely, no one can claim that 
such a measure is a step toward So¬ 
cialism. Mr. Bryan himself makes no 
''1 such absurd claim, in fact, he contends 
Ithat all trusts depend upon tlte money 
y trust and that the destruction of this 
trust is the first step toward the destruc¬ 
tion of all trusts. His plea for the «le- 
struction of the money power is for 
the purpose of striking a blow at the 
whole trust system, which, he holds, 
rests upon special legislation of which 
money privileges are foremost. 

It is true that the ruling class have 
been able, by the manipulation of 
finances, to facilitate the concentration 
and organization of industry. The gold 
standard serves the interests of the 
large capitalists and hastens the down¬ 
fall of the middle class." The money 
question, then, is merely one of inter¬ 
est to the capitalist class. The inter¬ 
ests of the small proprietors are op¬ 
posed to the interests of the large cap¬ 
italists. In this struggle for supre¬ 
macy both endeavor to enlist the sup¬ 
port of the working class. But the 
working class is not interested in this 
capitalist family quarrel, especially, in 
the hopeless endeavor to preserve a 
class that belongs to a past era of ec<> 
; . nomic development. The whole anti- 
trust movement, of which free silver is 
,a part, is merely a movement in the 
.■■'.interests of the class of small pro¬ 
prietors. As the present financial sys- 
. tern has contributed to the Centraliza- 
' tion of industry, its destruction would 
■* only serve the interests of the middle 
class. Could the Bryan financial policy 
be carried out, it would tend to give a 
'j new' lease of life to the competitive 
’ ■ system. To be sure, it could not in 
i. - itself re-establish the supremacy of the 
middle class, but the measure would 
& tend in that direction, and • is, there- 
' , fore, reactionary. 

Mr. Bryan as champion of the small 
proprietor class well knows what he is 
fc:' about. He makes no claim that the 
^.tlestruction of the money power is a 
toward Socialism. 'Why, then, 
& have any Socialists fallen into this er- 
? Evidently because of the govern- 
j^Wantal feature connected with ^ some 
^■jlwtions of what is called financial re- 
Hnttb. Many who are not well ground- 
Socialist economics, seem to think 
HKl all kinds oj. governm ental activity 
HipeiaUstic. ^ "IlllHiyi ' 


coinage of silver does not come under 
this head, but many who advocate this 
do so as a step toward complete gov¬ 
ernment monopoly. They think that 
anything that enlarges the sphere of 
government activity, or is a step in that 
direction, is socialistic. But this is far 
•from the fact. 'Prof. Ely well says on 
this point, “Not ^11 government activi¬ 
ty can be called socialistic. If the pur¬ 
pose or the spirit of the activity in 
question is to render the collectivity 
domii'.ant in the economic sphere, then 
it must be dc.siguated as socialistic, 
otherwise, not. Those who have stu- 
<lied Socialism to little purpose who 
imagine that the Socialist approves of 
all activity of government whatsoever, 
and that he is ready to endorse any 
plan which will enlarge the functions 
of government.” Those Socialists who 
arc Bryanward inclined, or who are af¬ 
fected with any species of financial re¬ 
form. would do well to consider the 
above statement. Prof. Ely, although 
not a Socialist, has a clc.ir insight into 
what constitutes Socialism, and the 
things that tend in ^|pt direction. 

Clear-cut Socialists are not interest¬ 
ed in the so-called money question— 
this interests only the proi)riclary class. 
The large capitalists want the gold 
standard, the middle class free silver. 
The latter hope, by depreciating the 
I" • .standard, to pay off their mort¬ 
gaged indebtedness with a deba.sed cur¬ 
rency or inflated product worth but 
about hah its selling price. The inter¬ 
ests of the working class are not served 
by this scheme of indebted farmers, 
land speculators, silver batons and small 
producers and dealers, and they' refuse 
to" be used as a .tool to fight the battles 
of their exploiters. 

Under Socialism, the monetary ques¬ 
tion will solve itself. In fact Socialism 
would abolish all metallic money and 
substitute therefor a system of labor 
checks or vouchers based upon the 
product of labor. It is aburd to pro¬ 
pose, as some do, the application of 
this principle- to the present systetn of 
commodity production. Yet many 
support the free' coinage doctrine with 
this end in view, and pretend to think 
that it is a step toward Sociali.sm. But 
those who would take a step beyond 
Bryan and introduce the Socialist prin¬ 
ciple under the present system, have 
failed to grasp the nature of either cap¬ 
italism or Socialism. Such a position 
is as illogical and impossible as it 
would be to endeavor to put the roof 
on a house before the frame was erect¬ 
ed. Under capitalism, money is a mer¬ 
chandise: that is. it has an intrinsic 
base. Like the institutions of credit 
and banking, all arc convenient meth¬ 
ods of conducting one portion of the 
machinery of the present order. To 
transfer to a capitalist state any of 
these functions now performed by pri¬ 
vate capitalists is surely not nece.ssarily 
a step in the direction of Socialism. 

I am not interested, then, in the so- 
called nationalization of the present 
ifinancial system, or in Bryan's amend¬ 
ment. or any other device that can be 
put in operation under the present sys¬ 
tem. .-Ml siich schemes, at the best, are 
middle class demands. Socialize the 
economic power—the means of produc¬ 
tion and distribution—and the money 
power will disappear. All the time 
spent on such questions today is abso¬ 
lutely wasted. The Socialist who 
thinks that Bryan is “going our way” is 
woefully deceived. Bryanism is not a 
step toward Socialism. The stand- 
nnint from which he proceeds is that of 


It has so often been asserted that 
“the masses”—meaning the wage earn¬ 
ers—are growing away from the 
church, and so many good people have 
occupied themselves .with the devise- 
ment of schemes to bring back the err¬ 
ing ones to the vineyard of the Lord, 
that it has come to be accepted as a 
truth in a great many quarters that 
workingmen are far from being ardent 
supporters of religion. 

This is one of those great falsehoods 
which comes to assume the garb of 
truth solely because of reiteration. .■\s 
a matter of fact, workingmen are much 
more ardent supporters of religion, ac¬ 
cording to their means, titan are the 
Oiristian faddists who worry so much 
about the salvation of their (the work- 
iiigmen’s) souls, as" witness the Salva¬ 
tion .-Vrmy, which is supported almost 
entirely by poor working people, and 
which has developed into theocracy of 
such wealth and power as to recently 
cause a split in the tanks of the leaders 
over the administration of the spoils 
wrung from,the rank and file by this 
highly efficient soul-saving apparatus. 
\\ ittiess also the Roman Catholic 
Church, which is essentially a poor 
man's chttrch, so far as the agencies for 
its financial support are concerned. 

Workingmen, in truth, render much 
greater financial stipport to the church 
that! they ought. If they would as a 
class devote as much of their attention 
aiid thoir means to temporal matters af¬ 
fecting their welfare as they devote to 
religion, they "would stand some show 
of speedily realizing here on earth some 
of the blessings which the priests and 
prophets have promisctl them in the- 
hereafter. 

Let any jierson "who wishes to satisfy 
himself of the, truth of this assertion 
run through the schedule of cost of liv¬ 
ing by families, contained in the si.xth 
and seventh annual reports of the Unit¬ 
ed States Labor Commissioner. In the 
.schedules of "expenditures other than 
for food” will be found some figui'es 
which I imagine will come os a reveUi^ 
tion to many of those who worry si) 
imtch over the indifl'<-rcnce of working¬ 
men to religion. Taking the first five 
hundred families in each of the four 
leading industries dealt with—glass, 
woolen, cotton and iron—and compar¬ 
ing their expenditttre for labor organi¬ 
zations with their expenditure for, re¬ 
ligion, we are able to construct a table, 
as follows: 


Annual Annual 

expenditure expenditure 
labor unions, religion, 

Trades— 500 families. 500 families. 

Class workers. ..$4,791 $3,067 

Woolen workers.. 93 3.368 

Cottoti workers... 52 3.787 

Iron workers... 371 2 <;i6 


The man who reads the newspapers 
should be able , Jo decide for himself 
whether Debs ii a real factor in the 
presidential canipaign. .Mready the 
Texas "pops” a.-e quarreling over the 
question of fusing with the ""dems" in 
support .of Bryan or joining the Social 
Democratic party in sttppon of Debs. 

Tlte following extract from a letter 
written by B. Berlyn, one of the oldest 
S. L. P. censors in Chicago, printed in 
the Workers' Call, is given to show the 
great degree of ■confidence which char¬ 
acterizes the pre.ent dctmind for union: 

"One thing must he insisted tqKm, 
that the candidate sttbordinates himself 
to. the principles We want a large So- 
ciali.st vote for t'ne priticiples of Social¬ 
ism, aye, wc yvagt the majority, atid we 
will get that majority much sooner by 
insisting that wb want votes for the 
principles and not for any. larticular 
candidate. Wc shotilil keep ati eye on 
tho.se who make a personal canvass. 
They may be all right, but the election 
of no one man can help the working 
class.” 


The Revgen, a Danish-Xorwegian 
paper in this city that at the last presi¬ 
dential election "supported Bryan, has 
declared for Dtlis and. llarriman ami 
the Social Denv.icratic qilatform. .\n 
article in its la.sLweek's issue concludes 
as follows t 

“The nomination of Debs and the 
agitation for him :md his cause will 
guarantee that the coming presidential 
campaign will not be an out and out 
humbug ..fight between the old parties 
but will force the social qtiestion to the 
front, as far as possible, and even if 
Debs will not tljis time be elected his 
candidacy will be the' most effective 
stroke for Socialism ever witnessed in 
this country.” 


THREE GEMS FROM BENHAM 

“I shall in the luture be pleased to make some com¬ 
ments upon the Idiosyncrasies and weaknesses ol 
some ol the ‘gianis’ ol today. They will none ol them 
be so tall that they cannot be brought lo their knees 
when their peculiarities are made known lo the people. 

“The manllesto lurnishes a sweet morsel lor every 
enemy ol Socialism. All or any opposed lo the Social- 
Isl movement could afford lo pay almost any price lor 
such a service In the cause ol capitalism.” 

“Incidentally, would il nol be very advantageous lor 
the Republican party to have as many Democratic 
parties in the field as possible? And might not the 
Republican parly so "interest' the lour signers ol the 
manilesto that they would make the stand they have 
lor ‘Democratic’ as against anything and everything?” 


THE GREAT CHAIN OF PROTEST 

The purport of the hour is vast. 

The world wants justice; it demands 
United hearts, united hands. 

The dav of charitv is past. 


Itaiik Injustice to Woiiien 

I wish to refer to the article. "Wo¬ 
men and Social Democracy," in The 
Herald of ^larch 31. The attitude of 
the Socialists towards women is like 
water to a dying plant, Bui women 
have become so a'ceustomed to their 
ridiculous, disgraceful, stupid, economi¬ 
cal position, that most of them do not 
recognize or feel their position and 
actually imagine they enjoy the univer¬ 
sal resiiect of men; so they do just as 
much as children and animals do. In 
this city, under a new charter (good in 
itself, but beginning with an untruth on 
the first page, where it says it was rati¬ 
fied by vote of the people, when actually 
it was only “men” and should be truth¬ 
fully so stated) there was yecently held 
an examination for municipal copyists 
in which women were graciously al¬ 
lowed to compete. There were almost 
exactly half of each sex. A woman 
came out No. 1 and most of the highest 
places were held by women; those men 
who had been and were then employed 
as municipal copj’ists could not (with 
four exceptions) pass this examination! 
But when it came to appointments; wo¬ 
men were entirely passed over and 
men were chosen; for the time defeat¬ 
ing the praiseworthy efforts" towards 
justice and impartiality on the part of 
the civil service commission. 

Women must work; no human being 
in good health and not deformed or 
crippled can be honorably excusetf 
from work; but for women as wives, to 
work at home as housekeepers for 
nothing but board, lodging and clothes 
is just giving the husband's employer 
the labor of two for the wages of one; 
this confusing of the duties of wife with 
that of cook, washerwoman, dressmak¬ 
er, etc., is very benefidal to employers, 
but is one of the subtle, unnoticed 
leakages of labor, to whidi it is time 
men directed their attention. 

All honor to Socialists, who are the 
only body'of men who try to under¬ 
stand and put straight the defects in the 
economic position of women, as well as 
men, A. T. 

San Francisco. 


Men have outgrown the worthless 
creed 

Which bade them deem it God's 
good will 

That labor sweat and starve to fill 
.•\nd glut the purse of idle greed. 


Where did they get it’ From the poor 
man. His wife had s.? many less gowns, 
his children so many less shoes, and they 
all had so much less comfort. Time 
goes on, and churches, colleges, public 
libraries and other buildings grow more 
and more magnificent, and the poor man 
ami his family grow more and more 
shrunken, timid and dependent. Dare 
they enter any of these buildings? 
Never I They would shrink tc nothing¬ 
ness on entering. And if one had the 
temerity to enter, rich in the thought 
that his hands had placed that building 
there, that withouj him it could not have 
been, then some broadcloth brother, by 
his supercilious scrutiny would make 
him feel that he was not at home, that 
he was quite out of place. 

Give your children all your' spare pen¬ 
nies to build cathedrals. The gentle¬ 
man in broadcloth, though he has money 
has many temptations to glitter. He 
must be satisfied, so must his wife. 

The churches are doing a good 
work. They let you join their sania- 
riura and enjoy all its privileges for 25 
cents a month. What more could you 
expect? You might, possibly, be un¬ 
willing to be classed as “city's poor” in 
the connection. 

Twenty-five cents a month contributed 
by a number of people will equip any 
“hall” in a short time with parapher¬ 
nalia for gymnastics, a library, and other 
requisites for mental and physical cul¬ 
ture. 

Poverty need not be ashamed, nor 
flinch, when it receives its own. 


They have outgrown the poor content 
That breeds opiiression. h'orged by 
pain. 

Mind links to mind in one great 
chain 

Of protest and of argument. 

And.^y Ihe hand of progress hurled. 
Tips /mighty chain of human 
thought, 

Instjemg? and in anguish wrought, 
EncompasseT’the puLsing world. 

.-\nd he who will not form a link , 

Of new conditions soon to be 
Ere long must stand aghast and see 
Old systems toppling down the brink. 

They cannot and they shall not last— 
The broader impulse of the day 
Will gain and grow and sweep away 
The rank injustice of the past. 

More labor for the selfish few, 

More leisure for the burdened 
class— 

These things shall surely come to 
pass 

As old conditions change to new. 

They change through toil and strain 
and strife; 

The worst but speeds the final best; 
Work for all men, for all men rest. 
And time to taste the joys of life. 

—Ella Wheeler Wilcox. 


Hm Found One Exception 
Dear Editor: Being S. D. P. organ¬ 
izer for the dty of Chicago I come in 
contact with the membership fre¬ 
quently, and find that in the present cri¬ 
sis as regards union with the S. L. P. 
every member with whom I have talked 
(with one exception) is opposed to un¬ 
ion at the present time. Fraternally, 
Wm. C. Horgan. 


Wayland's Monthly fills the bill ex¬ 
actly for a low-priced and effective 
means of propaganda among the 
masses ignorant of social^ progress. 
"ITie first number, just published, is an 
encyclopedia of information concerning 
New Zealand. The subscription price 
is 50 cents. 


Comrade Charles Hallbeck of Branch 
10, Chicago, desires the statement made 
in The Herald that members of tliis 
branch are in favor of umon. 
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PALTRY CHARGES AGAINST THE BOARD 


When the writers of circulars and let¬ 
ters or newspaper opinion attacking the 
integrity and official acts of the Execu¬ 
tive Board, essay to prejudice the 
minds of members against the “Big 
Four,” which, by the way, is the method 
they have adopted to promote what 
they call the "sacred cause of union”— 
whatever that may mean—they base 
their “honorable warfare” upon these 
grounds; 

First—That the “manifesto is an il¬ 
legal document.” 

Second—That it is “undemocratic” 
and “unauthorized.”' 

Third—That the board had "no 
right” to issue a manifesto. 

Fourth—^That it is the "climax of a 
series of officious acts exceeding their 
powers.” 

Let these so-called justifiable reasons 
for diverting or attempting to divert 
the members of the Social Democratic 
party from a careful consideration of 
the causes that stand in the way of un¬ 
ion to an unseemly and dishonorable 
attack on the board be passed calmly in 
review. 

First—This is wholly dependent up¬ 
on what is meant by the word “illegal.” 
If anything is illegal that does not con¬ 
form to and give support to the pre¬ 
convention plans of a few members of 
an eastern branch, then the action of 
the executive board comes within that 
category. But the writer’s purpose 
evidently is to create the false impres¬ 
sion with his readers that the executive 
board has exceeded the legitimate pow¬ 
er conferred upon it by the laws of the 
organization. This position can not be 
maintained except by showing that the 
board has taken action in conflict with 
the constitution or declaration of prin¬ 
ciples, and this the circularizers for un¬ 
ion have not attempted. The constitu¬ 
tion and not the Haverhill Social Dem¬ 
ocrat is the law of the Social Demo¬ 
cratic party. • 

Second—The charge that the board's 
acti(»n is “undemocratic” falls with the 
first. J When the constitution express¬ 
ly charges the board with the respon¬ 
sibility of supervising and empowers its 
members to “carry out the objects” of 
the organization, it assumes that crises 
might arise when the objects of the or¬ 
ganization would be imperilled. Such 
an occasion came; the board took ac¬ 
tion, as it was bound to do or keep the 
members in ignorance of certain facts 
which, in the estimation of a dozen 
delegates to the Indianapolis conven¬ 
tion, were fatal to a genuine union at 
the very outset. How “undemocratic” 
the course adopted by the board may 
be seen, not by passionate denunciation 
and abuse, but by recognizing (i) that, 
as officials of the party they acted clear¬ 
ly within the requirements of the con¬ 
stitution, and (2) they submitted a prop¬ 
osition to the mernbership for a refer¬ 
endary vote, thus complying, as they 
have always done, with the democratic 
spirit and law of the party. This ac¬ 
tion is now denounced by those who 
get entangled in the meshes of their 
own verbosity as “undemocratic” and a 
“usurpation of power 1 ” Those who 
make the charge do so, not because 
they for a moment believe it, but be¬ 
cause they think it will serve their pur¬ 
pose of accomplishing fusion. 

Third-^If the board had no right to 
issue a manifesto at a time when its 
members, without a single exception, 
believed some action necessary to con¬ 
serve the interests of the organization, 
then why have an executive board at 
all and why gpve such board instruc¬ 
tions'as to its duties? The appoint¬ 
ment of a committee at Indianapolis to 
confer about union with another organ- 
iution did not relegate our own to the 
limbo of perdition; the party did not 
expire when the convention adjourned; 
that committee was not the party. The 
board had an undoubted right to issue 
an address in behalf of an organization 
of whose rights and interests it was the 
legal and authorized custodian. As a 
matter of fact, while others were the 
pliant emissaries of the S. L. P. in an 
attempt to wreck the S. D. P., the 
‘ executive board was engaged in a con¬ 
scientious cflFort to prevent the wreck. 

Fourth—^No intelligent, thinking 
member of the Social Democratic par¬ 
ty can be cajoled and hoodwinked by 


the specious and paltry outcry from 
quarters where political ambition and 
finesse passes surrent for fidelity to So¬ 
cialism, that the executive board of the 
party has been guilty of a series of “of¬ 
ficious” acts. They who seek to justify 
.their suspicions of others are always 
clever in the distortion of language to 
serve their purposes. The board has 
been “guilty” of a few official acts. Its 
administration has been so free from 
offensive officiousness as to sometimes 
leave its members open to criticism on 
the ground of laxity of purpose. Twice 
in the interest of the party the board 
has felt called upon to act: First, in 
the case of an independent political 
movement in New York and now* in 
the instance before us. The conviction 
is rapidly spreading that as the mem¬ 
bers of the board were right in the first 
case, so are they in this. 

The cry of the circular writers and 
others against the “undemocratic” 
course of the board, who have never 
desired to “conduct” or "boss” the 
Social Democratic party, but onjy to 
setre it, will not prevail. It is paltry 
and impertinent. 

A Plea Tor a Truco 

Comrades: The threatened disrup¬ 

tion and alienation of the' Socialist 
forces of the United States, coming as 
it tloes on the eve of a national cam¬ 
paign from which we all hoped for great 
results, must certainly be disheartening 
to every Socialist in the country. 

This being the case, our evident duty 
is to set about averting the impending 
evil. Instead of spending a season in 
petty bickering and squabbling, had we 
not best face about, cease lamenting the 
vanished might-have-been and arraign¬ 
ing our fellows; and buckle tu, regard¬ 
less of party affiliations, and bestir our¬ 
selves to set things right again ? 

It seems to me that, unless party 
members in various places fail to do 
their manifest duty, a truce for the pol¬ 
itic purpose of furthering the coming 
campaign could be easily agreed upon 
and would meet with the approval and 
heartfelt support of almost the entire 
membership of both parties. 

The S. L. P. people in the aggregate 
have certainly evinced a desire for a 
fair and honorable union and most of 
us of the S. D. P. feel likewise; so why 
can we not agree at least to hang to¬ 
gether until after next November. 

There is plainly no immediate solu¬ 
tion of the difficulties now before us. 
' There is certainly much to be said for 
both sides to the squabble. And the 
violent partisanship now rampant bodes 
ill, not only for national Socialist unity, 
but even for party integrity. 

The next thing on the tapis is danger¬ 
ously likely to be wholesale secessions 
of state and local organizations from 
both parties and concomitant with such 
an occurrence w’e may consistently ex¬ 
pect one or more 'new sets of candidates 
to appear in the field. 

There is no need to say much of what 
would follow. The Socialist vote would 
surely be so divided as to set back the 
movement the period of a presidential 
term. 

You Socialists .whose battle-cry is 
“Socialism in our own time,” what 
think you of this? Are you willing to 
thus lose the ground which we have so 
l.ntely gained and. for which we have 
battled so long and so valiantly in the 
past? 

It is quite impossible to do anything 
now before the vote on union is taken, 
but had we not better provide for the 
aftermath? If the vote is against un¬ 
ion should not steps be at once taken 
to provide for a harmonious political co¬ 
operation with the S. L. P. during the 
presidential campaigpt? If for union, 
what had we best do to propitiate the 
dissenting branches of the S. D. P. if 
any verge on secession? 

To get all concerned to agp-ee to an 
armistice to endure until after Novem¬ 
ber should be n6 difficult task, It is 
not as though any of us had any fault 
I to find, with the principles of either can¬ 
didate or the platform. We are all 
agreed that whatever their minor short¬ 
comings or frailties, they stand like a 
regiment for that for which we all stand 
^—Socialism, Socialism unadulterated 
and Socialism soon. And each party 
has given us one of the candidates. 

Why can we not, in so far as may be 
posrible, let all lie dormant until after 
the election? After then would be 
time enough to come to a final reckon¬ 
ing. Do you pro- or anti-unionists fear 
that if things are left so long in status 
quo the antagonistic forces would abate 
in brotherliness? Perhaps; but have 
you a sufficient plan to secure their im¬ 
mediate reconciliation? Will it be 
more conducive (o ultimate harmony to 
break the S. D. P. into warring fac¬ 
tions? Or does your wisdom lead you 
to the belief that an utter break with 
the S. L. P. would culminate in a love 
feast or lead to aught but a withdrawal 
of Harriman as Debs’ running mate? 

Comrades, contrary assertions not¬ 
withstanding, we can ill afford to risk 
these dangers. Whatever may be our 
personal opinions as to the merits or 
demerits of this current controversy, we 
all feel in our heart of hearts that 
through Debs and Harriman and our 
ration^ selves, the Socialist movement 
ma^ now make a stride in this country 
which will put it Car and away beyond 
hurt or injury from the strife of fac¬ 


tional disturbances. Let us act accord¬ 
ingly. Let us call a truce. Until No¬ 
vember let us bury the hatchet. After 
then let us fight it out, tooth and nail, if 
you will—but a truce until then. And 
let the people of this pountry see what 
we will achieve in the. portentous days 
of next November. Who’s next? Let 
us hear from others. 

Victor R. Loughead^ 
St. Louis, Mo. 



Comrade Gordon Sums Dp 

Comrades: It is true that I was one. 
if not the first, Sociadist Democrat to 
advocate a union with the S. L. P. And 
it seems to be equally true that I made 
a huge mistake. Neither the S. L. P. 
nor a large number of^he S. D. P. were 
ready for a union. It is true also that 
I regard the movement as a hundred 
times greater than the name. When I 
found that a large section of the S. D. 
P. would not unite unless the name S. 
D. P. was retained I became a strong 
advocate of our name. At the conven¬ 
tion I pointed out that I was in favor 
of a union. I Realized that trouble 
would come in New York and Massa¬ 
chusetts. I stated to* many S. D. P. 
and S. L. P. members that I was ready 
to take myself out of the way in favor 
of a union. I am* now.' I did not abuse 
any S. L. P. members in my speech. I 
simply stated that certain members 
were just as bad as De Leon and that 
being true there was no abuse, and 
those I referred to are not wanted by 
the S. D. P. of Haverhill or Boston. 
The “peace conference” was called by 
me, aided by Comrade Mailly. Both 
Mailly and Carey, yho fully know all 
the inside facts of that conference, kndV 
quite well that Berger was, about the 
last man to be told about it. Both Ca¬ 
rey and Moilly know also that in my 
affidavit I simply told the truth. Let 
the S. L. P. ask these two comrades as 
to whether they think I stated the truth 
or not. Comrade Hayes was wanted 
at the conference and Mailly will re¬ 
member that I askecj, him to invite 
Hayes. I 

It was comrade Mailly who made the 
agreement at the “peace conference” in 
favor of the S. D. P. name, and he used 
the argument that the S. D. P. was to 
concede Harriman for vice pre.sident 
and the S. L. P. was to concede the 
name. Let Comrade Mailly make a 
statement as to the truth of this. It 
may or it may nt)t be true that the So¬ 
cial Democrats in Haverhill, Brockton, 
Boston, New York, etc., have little re¬ 
gard as to what I say, but if any of them 
have so informed Benham, then they 
are certainly playing a double part. 

Carey, Mailly, mysvnf and others pre¬ 
vailed upon Harriman on his return 
to the convention hall Friday night to 
accept the nomination, and a little later, 
when Berger came to the hall, he (Ber¬ 
ger) was informed of this, and pro¬ 
ceeded to nominate Harriman. That’s 
the way it happened, and because of 
that Benham tries to make out a case 
against Berger. Edwards had nothing 
to do about "engineering'’ the "confer¬ 
ence.” Mailly and I alone’are respon¬ 
sible for that. Edwards was invited to 
attend. Let the S. L. P. members who 
have read my affidavit ask Comrades 
Carey and Mailly whether it was true 
or not. Plilquit and Harriman did 
pledge themselves to stand for the name 
S. D. P. at the conference, and they so 
pledged themselves before Berger had 
refused to see Debs. Upon Benham’s 
refusal to support the name S. D. P., 
Berger declared he would not see Debs. 
Then the argument was made to Ber¬ 
ger that as Hilquit and Harriman were 
to stand for the name, the name would 
be saved. I did not see the “manifes¬ 
to” until it was published, and do riot 
know to this day who wrote it. The 
Milwaukee comrades know full well 
that I stood almost alone in that city 
in advocating a union. The whole sum 
and substance of the thing is this: Har¬ 
riman and Hilquit both intended to 
stand for the name S. D. P. When 
they met the rank and file in New York 
they were charged with being a party 
to “being swallowed up” by the S. D. P. 
The rank and file even used Berger’s 
paper to prove that the S. L. P. had sur¬ 
rendered to the S. Di. P. They felt com¬ 
pelled against the- storm that broke 
over their heads to take a different 
stand. The mistake which they made 
was in, first, making any pledge, and, 
second, when they found How their own 
membership stood they should have is¬ 
sued a statement, either publicly to the 
S. D. P. or privately to those to whom 
they had made pledges, stating the diffi¬ 
culties. Had they done this, many 
things that did happen would never have 
been made public. It is no doubt true 
that the old S. L. P. spirit still exists. 
And it is equally true that both the S. 
L. P. and S. D. P. leaders largely mis¬ 
trust each other. Again, it is true that 
both of us have been playing for posi¬ 
tion in all the negotiations that have 
taken place. It follows that almost any 
organic union proposed (at this time) 
is bound to be a failure. 

A political union can be arranged by 
the states. If this poEtical union along 
the lines proposed by Comrade Debs 
can not he arranged, then it is a waste 
of time to talk about any organic union. 

I have only one word to say to my 
S. D. P, comrades; Let the S. L. P. 
have a monopoly of calling names, and 


let us remember that calling names is 
never an ar^ment. 

Comrade Benham says I was half the 
time for a union and the other half abus¬ 
ing S. L. P. Comrades. Does any one 
who attended the Indianapolis conven¬ 
tion remember any such thing? The 
only comrades that I said one word 
against, even in an indirect way, were 
the very comrades that are not wanted 
in the “United Socialist” party by Ca¬ 
rey, Chase. Putney, et al. In fact, all 
of the Massachusetts comrades know 
these S. L. P. people of both sexes 
much better than I, and want them still 
less. r. G. R. Gordon. 

The KIgbt of the ManlllBsto 

If our National Executive Board has 
usurped authority, by all means let it be 
condemned. If it has tried to “thwart 
the will of the majority,’ let its action be 
overthrown. If it has committed “trea¬ 
son” to the Socialist movement, let it 
be recalled. 

This I ^y, as every true Socialist 
must. 

But those “ifs” must be proven, and 
the burder of proof is upon those who 
make the charges. Certainly they have 
not yet proven them. So far they have 
done nothing but shriek their baseless 
accusations, and try to make us believe 
them true by frequent repetition. 

What arc the facts? A committee of 
nine on union is elected by the S. D. I*, 
convention. That committee is given 
certain definite instructions. It is in¬ 
structed on three different points: (i) 
That it shall urge the selection of the 
name S. D. P.; (2) that after the confer¬ 
ence it shall submit all reports and rec¬ 
ommendations of the committees to ref¬ 
erendum vote; (3) that the question o 7 
party name shall be submitted to refer¬ 
endum vote of each party voting sepa¬ 
rately; and if the name S. D. P. does 
not receive a majority of each party,' 
voting separately, the negotiations for 
union shall drop, then and there. All 
other questions may be re-submitted; 
but if the party name docs not receive 
the concurrent vote of both parties, then 
the matter of union drops, for the pres¬ 
ent. 

The last two of these instructions the 
committee of the S. D. P., when it met 
in conference with the S. L. P. commit¬ 
tee in New York, openly and flagrantly 
violated. Instead of submitting "all re¬ 
ports,” as they were instructed, they 
straightway agreed with the S. L. P. 
committee'to SUPPRESS ALL MI¬ 
NORITY REPORTS UNLESS THEY 
WERE SIGNED BY FIVE MEM¬ 
BERS; that is a MAJORITY OF EI¬ 
THER CO.MMirrEE. Four of our 
members could not submit a minority 
report, according to their ruling! If 
they had the temerity to do so, they 
“would have to get it before the mem¬ 
bership the best way they knew how.” 
.After the adjournment of the confer- 
ence,,a minority of the S. D. P. did send 
in its report to tiie committee who had 
the matter in charge, and the committee 
returned the report with the statement 
that it could not be published. 

In the second place, the instructions 
of the convention were plain and un- 
hiistakable that all negotiations were to 
be forthwith dropped, if the name S. D. 
P. did not receive a majority of both 
parties voting Separately. The conven¬ 
tion distinctly prescribed this kind” of 
vote. This the S. D. P. committee ut¬ 
terly ignored, and agreed with the S. 
L. P. committee to submit a third prop-' 
osition which took the final decision out 
of the hands of our own party and 
placed it with “the majority of both par¬ 
ties voting toother.*’ The S. D. P. 
committee haa no earthly right to agree 
to submit that third proposition. It is 
quite true, as they plead in self-defense, 
that the membership has the right and 
the power to reject that proposition. 
Certainly it has; but that is not the 
point. The point is that the committee 
had no right to submit it for the mem¬ 
bership to reject. It had no right to 
ta^ce into its own hands the power of 
shutting off minorities and submitting 
propositions, contrary to the directions 
of the convention. 

Here, then, you have the real culprits, 
the real usurpers of authority. It is 
they, and not the National Executive 
Committee, whom they are now so loud¬ 
ly accusing,, who have exceeded their 
authority, and it is they, and not the 
National Executive Committee, who 
should be condemned. 

This committee of nine is responsible 
to the convention for the submitting of 
a report in accordance with its instruc- 
rions. The convention having ad¬ 
journed, the National Executive Com¬ 
mittee, as the representative head of the 
party when conventions are not in ses¬ 
sion, must hold the committee to a per¬ 
formance of its duty. 

Upon the adjournment of the confer¬ 
ence in New "York, the N. E. C. finds 
that the instructions of the convention 
have been disobeyed in two important 
particulars by its own committee, and 
that certain agreenients entered into by 
the represenutives of the S. L. P. who 
were present at our convention have 
been broken. Upon finding this new 
state of affairs, the N. E. C. issues a 
manifesto, laying the facts before the 
membership, and saying: “Here are 
some facts which you did not know be¬ 
fore, and which our convention did not 
know when it took action. Upon these 
fac, , do you wish to go further vrith the 


negotiations? If you do, vote yes, and 
the reports of the conference will then 
be acted upon. If you don’t, say no 
and the whole matter will drop.” Now* 
in all sobernc'SB, what right has the N* 
E. C. usurped in submitting this prowv! 
sition to.the membership? 

The claim that the N. E. C. did wrone 
because it issued the manifesto before 
receiving the official report of the com¬ 
mittee on union is a mere technical 
quibble. The contents of the majority 
report, and the whole history of the coii 
ference, were known to the N. E. C 
through the verbal reports of two mem¬ 
bers of that committee. Comrades Sted- 
man and Heath, and my own written re¬ 
port as secretary of the S. D. P. commit¬ 
tee, and through the reports in the Ger¬ 
man papers which had chronicled the 
events of the conference from day to 
da.y as they took place. All the freu 
were known to them, just as well as if 
they had received the official report. 
The existence of our party was threat¬ 
ened, and prompt qction was an abso¬ 
lute necessity. If they had not taken 
that action, they would have proved 
themselves unfit to serve as the execu¬ 
tive head of a party like ours. 

Instead of trying to “thwart the will 
of the majority,” they seek to ascer-. 
tain it. 

Now, as to the “treason” of it. Were 
an immedfate amalgamation of the S. 
D. P. with the anti-Dc Leon faction of 
S. L. P. in any way essential to the pro¬ 
gress of the Socialist, movement in this 
country, or even conducive to it, then 
undoubtedly any action that would seem 
to prevent or even delay that amalgam¬ 
ation would be treason to the cause. 
.No such necessity, however, is revealed 
by the closest study of the situation, and 
even its desirability is questionable. 

The S. D. P. was getting along all 
right before the question of union was 
ever heard of; and was, and I believe 
even yet is, destined to become the So¬ 
cialist party of the country. With its 
5,000 members in good standing gained 
in twenty months, with branches organ¬ 
ized in thirty-two different states, with 
its own press and its own corps of 
speakers and writers, with its splendid 
showing at the polls both East and 
West, it has a brief but glorious record 
behind it and a brilliant future before 
it. Its success has demonstrated that 
it was on the right track, and all that 
is necessary is that it should be allowed 
trfTSntinue to grow and develop natur¬ 
ally and without interruption along the 
linw it has laid down for itself, that it 
may ere ■ long become a power in the 
land that will make the oppressor trem¬ 
ble. Anything that would arrest its de¬ 
velopment or throw it off the track is, 
to my mind, the real treason; and thus 
the proposed amalgamation would most 
certainly accomplish. ^ 

The two organizations have entirely 
different conceptions of the movement 
The S. D. P., holding ever in view as its 
aim the conversion of this republic into 
a co-operative commonw-ealth, has a 



conception of a great national move¬ 
ment which shall include the exploited 
and the oppressed of every state in the 
union, and lays its plans, locates its 
headquarters and adapts its agitation 
accordingly. The S. L. P., if one may 
judge from its actions, conceives Social¬ 
ist work to consist in attacking individ¬ 
uals who become prominent in its ranks. 
That this is as true of the anti-Deleon- 
ites as of the Deleonites, may be seen 
from the following quotation from the 
letter of Benham in The Herald of April 
21: "I shall in the future be pleased to 
make some comments upon the idiosyn- 
"crasies and weaknesses of some of the 
‘giants’ of to-day. They will none of 
them be so tall that they can not be 
brought to their knees.” Social Dem¬ 
ocrats have neither time nor inclination 
to bring comrades to their knees. They 
prefer to spend their time in educating 
and organizing. With such widely dif 
ferent conceptions of Socialist work, an 
amalgamation of the two parties now 
would simply give us a house divided 
against itself, unable to stand. The 
fresh and vigorous start which the 
American Socialist movement has taken 
would be nipped in the bud. This I say,* 
and not the action of the N. E. C., is the 
real treason. 

Where does the report of the confer-'; 
ence committee, if adopted, leave the 
S. D. P.? Our, N. E. C. blotted outp 
our national organ abolished; the na*; 
tional scope and character of our move¬ 
ment destroyed and dwarfed into an aw 
fair of the Atlantic seaboard, our nai 
tional headquarters arbitrarily removed 
from its central location and placed in 
a little seventh-rate dty in Massachu^ 
setts, and half a continent away frofl>: 
our candidate for President just at the 
time when it is necessary for himH;^ 
keep in close touch with it—the maa^ 
agement of the national affairs of 
party taken out of the hands of th^g 
who had the ability to bring the pi^£ 
up from nothing to its present standby 
and placed in the hands of an entin^ 
new and inexperienced srt of men 
most critical time—just as we are e ul^p 
ing upon our first national campa^B 
It is true they permit us to have 
tional campaign committee locate ^l|§ 
Chicago, upon which some of the 
bers of our N. E, C. may serve. XhM 
may have the privilege of raising all IM 
money and doing all the hard workM 
the campaign, but the moment the dM 
tions are over they must turn overthflH 
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_ accounts to the Springfield 
rCommittee and—jass out of 
ad with them, I tell you, 
, will pass the last vestige and 
I of our young and promising 
JfBemocratic Party. We shall 
malevolently assimilated, 
d bow eager they seem wto be to 
rjiidi us upon this basis! One can 
" ‘ng reminded of the eagerness 
y wolf to urute himself with 
iven before our convention 
I jent out the cry that our rank 
Je should unite with them ‘‘over 
of their leaders." Their ef 
-_ow to incite our members to 
t down’ our N. E. C. are open and 
ed. To a Socialist there is 
revolting in the ghoulish 
itlT which' their papers pounce 
^erery hasty word, every ill-con- 
1 circular, every hysterical cry of 
’ from any of our members and 
1 and gloat over them. It =<; in- 
_^_jibly sad. Qearly there still 
reasons which demanded our or¬ 
ation as a separate party three 
; ago, and they still demand our 
^^gj^nance as a separate body for the 
: Ar being, though uniting with other 
Cooalists at the polls. 
y Margaret Haile. 
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A Statement 


fev; Co^ndes of the S. D. P.: 


Hi 


Herald of 
manifesto” 


'Die Social Democratic 
7, 1900, contained a 

li'-wgned by four members of the national 
^i^..OBe«tive board, the evident object of 
r. nWch is to prevent a union of Socialist 
forces.' The claims on which this docu- 
■ent is based are the actions of those 
present at the so-called ‘‘peace confer- 
;■ tDce” at Indianapolis, in connection 
with the work of the conference com- 
' fDittee at its sessions in New York city. 
The “peace conference” was simply 
the efforts of a few individuals to try 
and overcome obstacles in the way of 
•ecaring what the overwhelming ma¬ 
jority of the national convention de- 
wred. The ‘‘peace conference” was not 
mtborized by the convention, and made 
H report to it. It was instigated by 
S D., P. members whose only object 
was the unification of forces against a 
common foe. Those present from the 
£ L. P. were Harriman, HilIquit and 
-Benham. From the S. D, P. Gordon. 
Edwards, Berger, Mailly, Butscher, 
Carey, Chase and Martin. Of the lat¬ 
ter, Chase, Carey and Butscher were 
members of the conference committee 
and present at its sessions in New York. 

Having read the “manifesto” and the 
various published statements, and pos¬ 
sessing a personal knowledge as to what 
took place in the “peace conference,” 
and the conference committee, or both, 
we desire to say that we consider the 
"manifesto” issued by the four members 
of the national executive board to have 
been uncalled for, and a most unfortu¬ 
nate document, calculated to arouse dis¬ 
trust, suspicion and enmity without just 
foundation. We further believe that 
the report of the majority of the con¬ 
ference committee offers full scope for 
expressing our opinions. In all its de¬ 
tails it is probably satisfactory to few, 

f but, as a whole, it presents a practical 
basis for what all honest, fair-minded 
Socialists desire—union of class-con- 
idq^ Socialists to fight capitalism. 

Tm way to secure the adoption of. 
the name bofial Democratic party is by 
honorable argument. Let us prove 
owselves worthy of the name. 
Fraternally, 

Chas. R. Martin, 

■Wm. Butscher, 
William Mailly, 

John C. Chase, 

James F. Carey. 

Deba aa a Rival of Bryan 

St Louis Globe-Democrat: “The 
Bty^tes .who were expressing fore¬ 
boding recently as to the possibility 
' thR fte candidacy of Debs would in- 
; jow their favorite are being vindicated 
® many quarteft these days. Several 
more or less prominent supporters of 
|he Nebraskan in 1896 have been say- 
■|y recently that they arc going to drop 
him (his year and take up Debs in his 
place. 

Thus, as many shrewd democrats 
.**ted, the candidature of Debs will be 
*®*nac_e to Bryan’s chances. Some of 
Debs’ friends are predicting that he will 
W several hundred thousand votes, 
*h 5 Ie a few of them are saying he will 
get more votes than were given to the 
l®Pttlist Weaver in 1892, which was 
®ter 1,000,000. All these votes, of 
e, will come from tlie element 
' otherwise would support the dem- 
*ie candidate. Thus the talk that 
_jSocialist nominee put up a few 
ago at Indianapolis would injure 
l aan who is to be nominated by the 
'Tsai City convention is seen to be 
' ^ from being a joke. Every vote 
I Debs secures will be a vote taken 
^his old friend Bryan, and Debs 
: relied on to make a particularly 
: canvass this year.” 

Ideas. Seattle, Wash., says: 
rJtt we love Bryan less, but Debs 
i Mr. Bryan is a great statesman, 
"it, but he lacks a few of the fun- 
1 principles necessary for thq 
Dent of the laboring class, while 
~ blls in line with a platform, 

: put into execution, that will 
B^ed mess wkh blessings for 
Ifcw.'' 
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NEW BRANCHES 

The new branches of the Social 
Denaocratic party organized since a 
week ago, are located at 
Chicago, Ill. 

White City, Kan. 

Black Lick, Pa. 

Phoenix, Arizona. 

Bayard, Kan. 

g uincy Point, Mass. 

^edham. Mass. 

Kansas City, Mo. {2) 


To Our Washington Readers 

Comrade D. Burgess of New What¬ 
com, Wash., has been selected as organ¬ 
izer for ^e state and is prepared to assist 
the Socialists of Washington in organ¬ 
izing branches of the S. D. P. Corre¬ 
spondence addressed to him will receive 
prompt attention. 


North Dakota Socialists 

Socialists residing in North Dakota 
and desiring to organize for effective 
propaganda work in that state are re¬ 
quested to correspond with Math. Eids- 
ness, Towner, N. D. 


Michigan Socialists 

All Social Democrats and all unat¬ 
tached Socialists residing in Michigan 
are requested to write at once to Henry 
Ramsey, 84 Railroad street. Battle 
Creek, Mich., and thus aid in placing a 
Social Democratic state ticket in the 
field this fall. 

California Socialists 

Socialists resident in California and 
not members of the Social Democratic 
party are requested to communicate 
with John Carter, 929 Twenty-second 
street, San Francisco. 


Attention, Nebraska 

Persons living in Nebraska and ac¬ 
cepting the principles of Socialism are 
requested to communicate with T. A. 
Eidwards, 3220 California street, Oma¬ 
ha, with a view to the organization of 
branches, of the Social Democratic 
party. ' 


Arizona Socialists 
in every community should correspond 
with M. J. Casper, Box 178, Globe, Tuc¬ 
son, Ariz. We have plans for keeping 
organizers in the field to organize 
branches in eveiy town in Arizona be¬ 
fore November; 500 Socialists pledging 
25 cents per month each will do it 
Don’t miss it—write at .once. 


To Our Connecticut Readers 

All unattached Socialists in the state 
of Connecticut are requested to write 
Louis Schlaf, 26 Spring street, Rock¬ 
ville, for information concerning the or¬ 
ganization of branches. 


Southern California, Attention 
All Socialists in the seven southern 
counties of Southern California should 
now get to work and so far as possible 
form branches in every voting precinct. 
To further this end communicate at once 
with James T. 'VanRensselaer, 1618 To- 
berman street, Los Angeles, Cal. 


To Texas Socialists 
For purpose of State organization, the 
Bonham Social Democratic Branch re¬ 
quests that every Socialist in Texas 
who reads this notice, will please send 
name and address to the undersigned. 
Please attend to this at once. W. E. 
Farmer, Bonham, Texas.. 

All Socialist papers please publish. 


Oregon Socialists, Attention 

You are requested to communicate 
with J. D. Stevens, Box 204, Portland, 
organizer for the S. D. P., with a view to 
instituting branches of the party in your 
community. The future belongs to So¬ 
cialism. Lend a hand and get your state 
thoroughly organized. 



Some 8. Lu P. Beaolatlona 

'The resolutions which follow were 
adopted at an S. L. P meeting last Sun¬ 
day in Chicago, at which less than 
half a dozen Social Dentocrats were 
present. They were presented by T. 
y. Morgan. 

Whereas, The S. D. P. and the S. L. 
P., each assembled in their respective 
national conventions, selected commit¬ 
tees to formulate a plan for the union 
of all Socialists in the United States into 
one Socialist party; and. Whereas, Said 
committee performed the duty assigned 
to them and prepared a joint report to 
be voted upon by a referendum vote of 
the members of both parties; therefore. 

Resolved, That this meeting of Chi¬ 
cago Socialists of both parties hereby 
approve of the proposed union of So¬ 
cialists ; and 

Resolved, That as Socialists we de¬ 
clare for the fullest recognition of. the 
principle of self-govemmeqt and the use 
of the referendum as the best method 
of ascertaining the individual and col¬ 
lective will of associated Socialists on 
the question of union. 'Therefore, w.e 
declare that all assumption of leader¬ 
ship exceeding the limits of proper sug¬ 
gestion, that ail claims of individual 
members, committees or oflSdals to su¬ 
perior intelligence, which are set up as 
a warrant for forestalling, controlling or 
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defeating the free will -of the member¬ 
ship, violates Socialist principles and in¬ 
jures the cause of SociaL’sm, and we fra¬ 
ternally suggest that the membership of 
the general Socialist parties seek for in¬ 
formation in the official reports of the 
several conventions, and the report of 
the joint committee, and from these le¬ 
gitimate resources draw their own con¬ 
clusions and make their judgment 
known by the referendum; and 
Resolved, That pending the vote for 
union this meeting hereby ratifies the 
nomination of Eugene V. Debs and Job 
Harriman as Socialist candidates for 
President and Vice President of the 
United States. 


A Gross Outrage 

Elmer Vandervoort is a man of mid¬ 
dle age, living in Chicago, who some 
years ago while employed as a railroad 
brakeman was crippled for life. Of 
late he has been trying to eke out a liv¬ 
ing by selling newspapers on the street. 
To do this he was required to have a 
permit from the powers that be. While 
engaged a few days ago in pursuing his 
precarious vocation a ruffiahly police¬ 
man ordered him off the street, and 
though informed by Vandervoort that 
he had a permit, the minion of the law 
compelled this poor man to move on. 
I-ater, while Vandervoort with a friend 
was passing up the street he was ac¬ 
costed by the same policeman, now ac¬ 
companied by another in plain clothes, 
and without cause or provocation what¬ 
ever, both he and his friend were ar¬ 
rested and thrown into a cell. They 
were locked up from 7 in the evening 
to 11 :30, then taken before a brutal 
justice and on representations made by 
the police that they were obstructing 
the sidewalk, forced to pay a fine of $11. 
The men had no recourse, because of 
their poverty, and the administration'of 
justice for the fees there is in it was tri¬ 
umphant. 

TO ILLINOIS SOCIAL DEMOCRATS 

In accordance with a resolution 
passed on April 11, 1900, by the Chi¬ 
cago Central Committee of the Social 
Democratic Party, you are hereby noti¬ 
fied that there will be' held q conven¬ 
tion of the Social Democratic Party of 
Illinois, for the purpose ot nominating 
the following state officers, to be voted 
for on Tuesday, Nov. 6, 1900: Gov¬ 
ernor, Lieutehant Governor, Secretary 
of State, Auditor of Public Accounts, 
Attorney General, State Treasurer, 
Three Trustees of the Illinois State 
University, also 24 Presidential Elec¬ 
tors, and other officers. 

This convention will meet at No. 594 
Blast 63d Street, Chicago, Ill., on Sun¬ 
day, May 13, 1900, at )p o’clock a. m. 

■The representation of said conven¬ 
tion will be by delegates chosen as 
follows: 

First .—Each branch shall be entitled 
to as many representatives as there are 
individual members in good standing, 
any representative if selected shall be 
entitled to one (l) vote for each mem¬ 
ber whose name is signed to his creden¬ 
tial; and provided further, that no 
member shall sign his name to more 
than one credential. 

Secorui.—Branches not sending their 
own representatives may select those 
of other branches of this state to repre¬ 
sent them; provided that in each case 
the representative shall hold the proper 
credential with the signature of mem¬ 
bers attached as herein provided. 

Third .—No member shall be quali¬ 
fied to serve as representative or en¬ 
titled to representation who has not 
been a member of the Party at least 
thirty (30) days prior to the opening 
day of the convention. 

Fourth .—All signatures of members 
attached to credentials, ,-is herein pro¬ 
vided, shall be certified to by the 
chairman or secretary of their respec¬ 
tive branches. 

J. H. GREER, 

Chairman. 

CHAS. H. SOELKE, 

Secretary. 


THE PLATFORM 

The Social Democratic Party of America 
declares that life, liberty and happiness depend 
upon equal political and economic rights. 

In our economic development an industrial 
revolution has taken place, the individual tool 
of formdr years having bKOme the social tool 
of the present The individual tool was owned 
by the worker wi o empltmd himself and was 
master of his product. 'The social tool, the 
machine, is owned by the capitalist and the 
worker is dependent upon him for employ- 
menb The capitalist thus becomes the master 
of the worker and is able to appropriate to 
himself a large share of the prc^uct of hv 
labor. 

Capitalism, the private ownership of the 
means of production, is responsible for the in¬ 
security of subsistence, the poverty, misery 
and degradation of the ever-grosring majority 
of our people; but the same economic forces 
which have produced and now intensify the 
capitalist system will necessitate the adoption 
of Socialism, the collective ownership of the 
means of production for tbe common good 
and welfare. 

The present system of social prodnetion and 
private ownership is rapidly converting tode^ 
mto two anUTOnistic dasses—L e., the capital¬ 
ist class and the propertyless dasa. The mid¬ 
dle dass, once the most powerfnl of this great 
nation, is disapparing in the mill of competi¬ 
tion. The issue is now between the two class¬ 
es first named ’ Onr political liberty is now of 
little value to tbe masses unless nsed to acquire 
economic liberty. 

Independent political actioo and the trade 
nnion movement are tbe chief emandpating 
factors of the working class, the one represrat- 
ing its politicaL the other its econo m ic wing. 


LOCAL BRANCHES 

VoCIbm af BrRttch Motlim TniMi Iwl fgr 
ns C«ciU P«r Moath 


OAlsIFOKIOA 

Utwrty BraoctL San Francisco, holds public 
meeilnffs sveir Bundsiy and Wadnsa^ avan- 
Invs, commancinc bt B. Admission frta!^ 
Educational maatlncs (for maodbars) airary 
Tuesday avenlnf. Sodoloffy, Boonomioa, Public 
bpeajcin^p, atc« 

Buslnau raaeilnss (for mambars) arary Tbura> 
day evenlna. • 

Membership, with advantage of Elduoatlonai 
Course and Social • Democratic Herald fraa to 
each member, JS cants Mr montb. 
street^ ^ seeraury, John C. Wsslsy, 117 Turk 

Branch No. 1. Los Ancalesu maats arery Sun- 
dsr afumooo St • o'clock at Woodmso's H^i , isyt 
Burin* 8 t. J• Pmac, 700 Dayton Are.. Sserstiy ^ 
Branch No. S, A Ls m e d s, California, holds free poblie 
iMtiats evsrr 2 d and 4th Bnoday, 8 p. nuat Forestera* 
HsU. ear Park 8 u and ttenu UaJi AV; BoilSJ!? wd 
Edocstlonal msatl^ (for membsrs) 1st and 8 rd Mon- 
^r«. 8 p mv at ^ Encinal Ass. Allan A Crocket. 
Secretary. 1610 WaJnnt 8 t. 

^ COLORADO 

maatseferySondayatlKDp.m. 
California Ats., Chas. M. Daris. Secrecai7ri629 
litb Berest.^ 

Branch No, 3, tioldfield. maeta sTery Bandar at 7:30 
p. m.. at City Hall. C'baa. La Camp, Secretary. 

CONNBOTICDT. 

The Conneotiout Bute Ckimmittee meeU tbe last 
Bchu}^ alcre?^™*^®^ KockTUle. L. 

Branch No. 8 , New Haven, meeU every Toeeday eve. 

* *’■ “• •“hM.jr, 

Braimb No. L Bocl^Ue. (3ona., meets first and third 
Tbarsdaysat ^ro Hall meetin* room, Viliam street. 
Secretary, RiehaM Niederwerfer, Box 760. 

ILLIMOU. 

Meetings of Chicago Central Committee held 
re*ulariy second and fourth Wednesdays of 
each month at Or. J. H. Qreer'a offloa, U Dear¬ 
born Bt. 

Branch No. L Chicago, meets every Wednesday 
evening. Thomas Klrwtn, Secretary, X04 Want- 
worth Ave. 

Branch No. S (Bohemian), Chicago, meats sec¬ 
ond and fourth Sundays at S p. m. at Naal's 
Hall, 586 Blue IsUuid Ave. Vaclav Jellnak, Sec¬ 
retary, 606 Blue Island Ava. 

Hranoh No. 3 (Bobemiaa}, Cbiosgo, meets second and 
foortb Mondays at 8 p.m. in Dander’s place, lu80 W. 
18th place. Joseph Dander, B^retary. 

Branch No. &, (Tbioago. meets second and foorth Son* 
days of each moath at Andr. Moxik's, 40 Birins St 
Paai CblspKka. SscreUry. MH Uable St. 

Branch No. 6 (Oarman), Chloago, maats every 
first Saturday each month at 8 o^clook at Nagl's 
Hall. 58S Blue Island Ave. near 18th 8 L Albln 
Gelsler. Secretary. 7)8 W. 20th St 
Branch No. Chirago, maeU at 1148 W, 63rd st, first 
and third Bandays atjS p.m. 8 . L. WcsUm. Secretary. 
6213 Cenur ave. 

INDIANA. 

Branch No. 6 , Indlaaapolls, meets first Satur¬ 
day evening and third Sunday aTtemoon of each 
month at Relchweln's Hall, comer Market snrt 
Noble Sta. 

IOWA. 

Branch No. 2, Hiteman, meets every fourth Friday in 
US month nC opera boose. 8 . B. Jamieson, eb^rms 
vsmes Fisher, organiser: Joeeph &hoUaent.aeeietsry. 
UNTDCKV 

Brmaeb No. 2, Ckivington, meets first and third Wed- 
nasday evenings and seoond and fourth Sunday alter- 
Dooas of each month. Ail agitation meetings except 
third meeting in month. Good speakers. Bemtarv. r. 
C. Btufflpf, in gth street. 

martLand. 

Branch No. 1, Baltimore, meets every Sunday 
at 8 p. m. at C^arpenter's Hall, M EL Baltimore 
Bl. Public Invited. 

Branch No. 2, Baltimore, meets every Toeeday at 6 p. 
m. at Wenael's Hotel, 128 w. Csmdtt st. Oo<^ speeches. 
Pnblie invited. Levin T. Jones, Beoretary. 202 W. 
Berre st. 

MAUACHDSCTTg. 

The Maaaachusetts State Committee meets the 
first Saturday of each month at 714 Washington 
8 t., BostozL All dues and moneys'Intended for 
the State Committee should be sent to tbe 
financial secretary, A. McDonald, 104 W. Spring- 
field Be. Boston. All other correspondence 
should be addressed to the Corresponding Sec¬ 
retary, Margaret Halle, & Glenwo^ 8 U, Rox- 
bury. 

Branch No. 2, Holyoke, meets seoond axAd 
fourth Mond^s of each montb at Springdale 
Tarner Hail. H. ScbUchUng, Organiser 587. Samer St. 

Branch No. S, Lynn, pem^ent beiulquarters. 
71 Unoroe Bt. Bosinees meeting every Monday night 
at7:3U. Open hooee. Public invited. Kerry Ootimer. 
Sec., 421 Bseez St. 

Branch No. 9, Brockton, meets the eecond and fourth 
Tueedays of each month at 8 p. m. fur bosinees at 
Socialist Hall, Clark's Block, corner Main and Center 
Sta. Evary comrade is expected to attend one meeting 
a month. Frank S. Walab, Secretary, 62 Creeoent St. 

Branch No. Ifi. Elast Boeton, meets every Mon¬ 
day at 8 p. zn. at 99 Chelsea St. Mias Jenny 
Sogal. Secretary, 99 Chelssa 8 L 
Branch No. 18. Newburyport, meets the second 
Monday of each month at Laster's Hall. I State 
Bt. T. H. Chisneil. Secretary, 16 l^UioJ St. A. L. Bin* 
ley, 288 Merrimac 

Branch No. tl. Chelsea, permanent headquar- 
tere. Room 2, Postofiloe Building. Open every 
evening. Buslneee meetings every Thursday at 
8 p. m. Public invited. • 


and both must co-operate to abolish the cap¬ 
italist system. 

Therefore the Social Democratic Party of 
America declares Us object to be; 

First—The organization of the working 
class into a political party to epnquer the 
public powers now controlled by capitalists. 

Second—The abolition of wage-slavery by 
the establishment of a national system of co- 
opercitive industry, based upon the social or 
common ownership of the means of produc¬ 
tion and distribution, to be administered by 
society in the common interest of all its mem¬ 
bers, and the complete emancipation of the 
socially useful clinses from the domination of 
cipitalism. 

The working class and all those in sym- 
piithy with their historic mission to realize 
a higher civilization should sever connection 
with all capitalist and reform parties and unite 
with the Social Democratic Party of America. 

The control of political power by the Social 
Democratic party will be tantamount to the 
abolition of all class rule. 

The solidarity of labor connecting the mil¬ 
lions of class-conscious fellow-workers 
throughout, the civilized world will lead to in¬ 
ternational Socialism, the brotherhood of man. 

As steps in that direction, we make the fol¬ 
lowing demands: 

First—Revision ol our federal constitution, 
in order to remove the obstacles to complete 
control of government by the people irre¬ 
spective of sex. 

Second—The public ownership of all indus¬ 
tries controlled by monopolies, trusts and com¬ 
bines. 

Third—Tlie public ownership of all rail¬ 
roads, telegraphs and telephones; all means 
of transportation, and communication; all 
water-works, gas and electric plants, and other 
public utilities. 

Fourth—The public ownership of all gold, 
silver, c-opper. lead, iron, coal, and other 
mines, and alKoil and gas wells. 

Fifth—The reduction of the hours of labor 
in proportion to tbe increasing fadlities of 
production. 

Sixth—The inauguration of a system of pub¬ 
lic works and improvements for the employ¬ 
ment of the unemployed, tbe public credit to 
be utilized for that purpose. 

Seventh—Useful inventions to be fr^ the 
inventor to be remnnerated by the public 

Eighth—Labor legislation to be nation^ in¬ 
stead of local, and international when possible. 

Ninth—National insurance of working peo¬ 
ple against accidents, lack of employment and 
want in old age 

Tenth—dvil and political rights, for 
men and women, and the abolition of all laws 
discriminating^against women. 

Eleventh—The adoption of tbe initiaHve 
and referradum, proportional representation, 
and the right of TtcaH of representatives by 
the voters. 

^ Twelfth—AbolHioa of war and tbe tntrodoc- 
tion of intenutioBal arbitratkm. 


MICHIGAN 

BruMh No. 1, Bstii* Crvok, Mieh., ibmU Sod uxTIth 
poapAvof eoeh mumli. ut 3p. m. ut lU W. Main Btroot. 
I** . Uraxtiooal Coogr—■ Hull. All or* eordixUv 

iariU • L. a Btigon. S«»cr#tar 7 . ^ 

MINNSSOTA 

Bnnch 1 . Rod I^ko Falls, moots ovary other 
Sunday in rool sotato olDoo of Frod Ososwoln, 
^ Mala Bt. A. Mmgsbary, Bocrotary. 

. MIMOCTRL 

_ Bt. ^I^uls headquaitors. Room 7, a N. Fourth 
bL Addrooo all communications to M Val PuU 
nam. Soc^tary. For Information ooneoming 
w«^ branches. Inquire at the above addresa. 

Branch No. 7. Kansas City, moots ovary 
Tuesday at 8 p. m. at ISOO Union Avo. Q. J. 
Btorx. Secretary, lao W. 9th 8 C 

MONTANA. 

Branob No^ moeto first and third Bandays of ooeh 
mooth at O. W. Wood's homo, (Jhioo, Muat. 

NKW JCBSRT 

Bwh No. 1. SoeroUry. Michaol W. Sehor. 87 Liw 
lagstoo st. J 

No..v Csmdsn, N. J., uiooUsvery 8 d Sunday 
cums mzuih. For particolars address PaulEberding. 
IW Kaighn’s Avsnus. 

« • (Oonnan), Paterson, N. J., moots 

firrt snd tWrd Uoodsyi ai 8 p. m. at HsIvsiU Hall, 
Su Karl Liador, Soorataxy, Z48 Su 

NKW YORK. 

The City Central Agltatloo Committee of 
^®*^.York and vicinity moeu first and 
iF « svery month tn Wllxig's HalL 

*JF’ BSIlaabeth H, Tbomaa, Secretary. 

East Side Branch, No. 1, New York, meets 
every first and thM Thursday at U2 Clinton 
8 t A, Ouyer, Secretary. IS Suffolk St. 

Branch No. I. 24th Aseemhly District, meets 
second and fourth Wednesdays of tbe month at 

feih'sL 

Branch No. 4, West Bids Branch, New Tork. 
meets second and fourth Tuesdays of every 
month at headquarters, 1 » W. 99th St. Ellaa- 
heth H. Thomss, Secretary. 

Broach No. 5 Brooklyn, New York, meets every Setur- 
dajr at 8 p.m., at 56 Moore St. ^sitora welcome. Com- 
iMss dasiriDg to organise shonld eommunicate with 
Secretarv Sol. Pressmen. 190 Boerum Bt. 

Branch No. 10. 4th Aaeerably District. meeU 
every first and third Wednesuy of the month 
at the rooms of The Voice of Labor, 4a Grand 
St Jacob Panken. Orfanlser. U9 Division St. 

Branch No. 12. Brooklyn, hsadqurters, tU 
Rfille^e 8 L MeeU every third lliursday at 
8 :H aha^. All persona Interested are Invited U 
attend these meetings and oo-operate in organ- 
local branches In evsry district in the city. 
Butscher. Sectary, in Rutledge 8 l 

». iwguler mseUn« ere^d first end 
iolyd Fridsv of the moolb, at. WsbtUr HaU, 140th 8 t. 
^d Third Are., Borough of tbs Broox, R. Spranger. 
BeersUry, 117 E. liPih St. All persons interested in 
Socialism and the B. D. P. ere invltW to stteiuL 

OHIO. 

Cleveland, meeU in Ohlsen's 
Hall. 65 Tork St., second and fourth Sundays at 
8 p. m. Lectures, discussions, bxialness meet¬ 
ings. first and tblril Fridays at 8 p. m. 

Branch No. 8 , Cleveland, meeU first and third 
Sundays in each month at 8 p. m. in Ofaleen's 
bl Laotnrts and dUoasMoaa. 
Branch No. 4. CincinnaU, cteets st Ricbelisa Hall 
soutbeMt cornel'9th stad Tlum Sts., evsry Snodayet 2 

S . m. Lectures and dlsoussicos. Public invited. Jos. 
uin, Beeretery, l«iC Central Avenns. 

Branch No. 5, Dayton, Ohio, meets every 2d and 4th 
Friday eroning, tn Hell 27, Central Tredss CounnU 
Everyone interested in Boeialism invited. J. 
Chairman. W. Barringar. Secretary. P. O, 

No. 8 , ClnoJnnatl, meeU every eeoond 
Md fourth Saturday In Workingmen's Hall, 1111 
F. Hsmel, BeereUir. 1804 FrinU 8 L 
BrApeh No. U, German, Cotumbua. Sd Grein¬ 
er. Secretary, 806 Mohawk 8 L 

PKNNBTLTANIA. 

Bi^eb No. 2. Erie, meets every Sundsy.S p. m., el 
K. of L. Hall. 716 State 8 L Chairman, Joeepn Stain, 
BeersUry, jITc. Perry, 119 Sessefrase Bt. 

Branch No. 4, PltUburg, meeu every Thurs¬ 
day evening at 7:20 p. m. at Funk Hall. B. 24th 
^d J^ephlne 8 U. _W. Bohn. PreMdenL 244 Ad- 
dlBOB 8 L J. H. Lewie, Bemtary, 2818 Jane BL 
Fhiladelphla, meets every 
Frid»at423B.Thlrd8t. et7:8a DUcussioa from 8 to 
9. I Gerson, Secretary. 

WISGONBIN. 

Milwaukee Central Committee meeU on 
first Monday of each month at 8 p. m. shara at 
E.JWater St. Eugene H. Rooney, Secretary. 
John Doerfler, Treasurer. ^ 

Branch No. I, Milwaukee, meeU every aeooad 
and fourth .Tuesday evening of the month at 
^6 Ethical Sodl^ty BuUdlng, K 8 Jefferson BL 
Visitors always welcome. Howard TutUe, 
Carman. Eugene H. Rooomy, Seoretary. 

Branch No. 2, Milwaukee, meeU ev e i' y scioonil 
and fonrth Friday in Geatke's Halt comer (Irasn Bay 
and (/oneordis Ave. 

^Branch No. I. Sheboygan, meeU every fourth 
Thursday of tbe month at Gustav Burgaxd's 
Mall on Pennsylvania Ava. R. Bchoen, Secre¬ 
tary-Treasurer, a llth 8 L 
Branch No. 4. Milwaukee. mdkU every first 
and third Friday each moath at Melier's Hall, 
comer 23d and Brown Sts. George Moerschel. 
SecreUry. 891 25th BL 

Branch No. 9. MiIwaulbee,'meeU every fourth 
Friday of the montb at R Slgel's Hall, south¬ 
east comsr Orchard Su and 9tb Ave. 0. Wild. Secre¬ 
tary. 

Branch No. 11 . Mllwankee, meeU the seoond 
Wednesday of each month at the office of-the 
Wisconsin Vonraeru, 614 BtaU St. 

Milwaukee, meeU every first 
and third Thursday of each mooth at Krsat' Hall 21 
andOntarSL.atSp. m. SecreUry. Rndolpb Loesob- 
msD. 1126 23rd St. 


SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC LIBRARY 


E[arl Marx, Capital. Cloth,.81 It 

F. W. Sprague—Socialism, from Osas^ te Bvve- 

lation. Cloth... 

Oroolond—Tbs CV)-operaUvs Commonwealth 
Paper.. 

August Bebel-^mim:PasLPraeent and Future. .21 

Blatcbford—Merrie lt«gi<»»H... le 

Edward Bellamy—Looking BMkward.* !5 

Edward Bellamy—Equality. Cloth. 1 21 

Liasagarv—History oil the Conaone of 1111..1 08 

CharlesTail-MoXroSoeUlitm. 7.............. .S 

Ashplant—Heterodox EcoDomlos and Orthodox 

- Profits.. U 

Henry D. LLe^—Wealth Aninst Commonwealth.. l.Ot 

Voloejr—Tbe Ruins of Bmpuea. B* 

Thomas Paine—Tbe Rights of Haa.M 

Hsnry George—Sooiat Problscns....’.. M 

Osborne Wsrd-The Anoieot Lowly. 1 M 

Adame—President John Smith. M 

Ue^rdT. Ely—Boeiatitm andSoeUl Befonn.....^ 1.18 
Buchner—Man in the PasL Preneot and Foture.... 1.68 

Benham—A History of the Paris Gommnne 1871 

(cloth Tie.), Moreover.. .21 

(That. H. Vail—Prineiples of SdMtlfle Boe^lsa.. M 

Herroo—Between Jesus and Cm^.40 

Fabian Besaya. K 

Rogers—Six Centariss of Work sad Wanes. !a 

Psu^Rights of Man. 21 

Dennally-%s»sar*sColumn .. J| 

PAMPHurrs 

F. O. R. Gordon—Hard Times: (TSom and Cure.... .■ 

Lsouard p. A^tt-1^ Society of tbs Fotntu.• 

F. Lassalls—What Is Capital. S 

H. M. Hyndman—Soeiallm and Slaver/...fi 

F. Lessee—Tbe Workingman's Program.M 

Chas. H. Vail—Tbe Indostrial Bvolotioa.81 
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to the clear-cut Social Democratic ideas 
or drop out. Dut if ihey enter as an or¬ 
ganization they must necessarily im¬ 
plant confusion and discord into the 
rank and file and in this way form rather 
an element of weakness than stren^h. 
The S. D. f’. is not in any way identical 
with the S. L. P. as an organization. 
The S. L. P. had always its popes, its 
dpgmas. its sectarian narrowness. The 
S. D. P. does not want any of these 
things. The S. D. P. stands for the in¬ 
auguration of democratic principles in 
the domain of economic social activity, 
it has its own field, its own mission. 
The S. D. P. is not Utopian; it is an 
evolutionary as well as a revolutionary 
party. It is the party of all the people 
who work for a living. The S. L. P. 
spent all their energy in erecting altars 
to idols and then tearing theni down; 
in personal invectives and small 
macchiavelianism. The history of the 
S. L. P. and the events in New York 
supplement each other. 

.N’ow, what shall we. the rank and 
file of the S. D. P., do? Let us keep 
cool and express ourselves against any 
fusion and confusion. The S. D. P. is 
growing and vigorous, and will surely 
work out its own salvation. The best 
elements of the dying S. L. P. will come 
our way anyhow, and for the rest of 
them we do not care. 

I. LADOFF. 


Perhaps John did not even know that 
life c6uld be any different, and yet today 
he. was more tired and oppressed than 
usual. The hours dragged with a 
heavier pace; the buzzing wheels seemed 
to sing a dizzier song, and as the day 
drew to a close a feeling of deeper gloom 
seemed to have entered his heart. Work 
was over. On his way home he crossed 
the path of a friend. Struck by the look 
of unutterable woe and haggardness 
which darkened the man's face, he 
stopped him and inquired the cause of 
his trouble. "Discharged,” he an¬ 
swered ; "a hasty word; I tried to make 
it up, but it was no use. I don’t know 
what to fell them at home.” "What are 
you going to do?” asked John. . "Do?” 
.A gesture, half of anguish half of anger, 
was the answer as the man hurried 
away. Tliese were common occurrences 
in the big mill town, and after condoling 
a little in his heart with his unfortunate 
friend. John proceeded on his way. 
N'cverthelcss as he walked the thought 
pursued him—what should he do were 
he al.so discharged or deprived of work? 
Wh<f would take care of the family at 
home? The sun was sinking .to the 
horizon, filtering through the trees, rays 
of orange and red. In the sky, here and 
there, a few tinted clouds were floating 
in a sea of blue and gold. .A hush was 
descending over the face of the world, 
spreading its blessing of peace and rest 
upon the fields and flowers. The buds 
and blossoms were beginning to nod 
their drow.sy heads in the evening breeze 
and the- buzzing insects of the sunlight 
had already retired to rest. .At a cer¬ 
tain spot a gtirgling brook crossed the 
road, eddying and whirling around its 
pebbles in noisy glee. When John 
rt-ached the little rustic bridge whiclo. 
.spanned the tiny streamlet he paused f$r 
a moment and looked rlowrt iiito thV 
water. Here it was dark and glossy; 
there, reflecting with a silver luster the 
tints of the heavens; farther on. white 
with foam. The picture was peaceful, 
quiet, enchanting. Suddenly, as he 
gazed., half absently at the rippling 
water, a song .burst out into the air. A 
hidden nightingale from a neighboring 
tree w.as pouring forth its evening mel¬ 
ody. For a few moments the music en¬ 
dured. floating down sweeter and softer 
until it died away into the silence. 

.As from a dream John Carvel awoke, 
an/1 without stopping again he hurried 
to his home. The same dull scene as 
the morning; the same gloomy interior, 
the same rickety chairs and coarse, ugly 
utensils. Tired, weary, and sad, with an 
inexpressible feeling of misery in his 
heart. John sank down into a seat be¬ 
side the table. .Almost touching his 
hand lay the little palnphlet which he 
had thrown down so disdainfully before. 
"Socialism.” The title seemed to stand 
out on the white cover almost defiantly. 
Socialism—what was it ? Listlessly John 
took the hook and opened it. He read 
on a few lines, greatly surprised to sec 
how easily he understood it. He con¬ 
tinued, and soon became absorbed in 
its contents to an extraordinary degree, 
flnce he put down the book and stopped 
for a moment to reflect. .All was quiet 
in the house; outside only a few pale 
gleams still streaked the somber sky. It 
was now supper time. .After going 
through the evening meal as usual, John 
agtiin took up his pamphlet and read on. 
He .seemed to be under the spell of some 
fascination; now and then he would stop 
and remain for some time plunged, as 
it were, in a deep reverv; then he would 
resume his reading with more ardor than 
before. .As he sat there in the lamp¬ 
light. the observer who could have seen 
him would have greatly marveled at the 
expression which had gradually settled 
upon the worn visage. The hours suc¬ 
ceeded /ach father-silently as time crept 
slowly through the night, and soon the 
first rays of dawn shot into tlie room, 
paling the light of the dying lamp. 
.Astonished, John looked up. The book 
fell from his hands. He raised his head 
and shaded his eyes, dazzled by the light. 
When he opened them again a new ex- 
quession was there. The dull,, sordid 
features had disappeared; the brutish 
look was gone. Intelligence, earnest¬ 
ness and a profound joy beamed from 
the sparkling eyes, and from John Car¬ 
vel’s old self looked forth a new man. 

Almost revertly he picked up the lit¬ 
tle sheet an’d placed it by the extin¬ 
guished lamp. The light had come. He 
walkejvto the window to breathe in the 
fre^lCmorning air. The sun had jltst 
risen and was flooding all nature with 
a wealth or red brightness, while the 
birds sang joyously their chorus of wel¬ 
come to the coming day. And on that 
day John Carvel went out into the world, 
to labor, to struggle and to live. 

Nemo. 
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An Instructive Fable Without a Moral. 

And it came to pass that a few old 
hawks having lost their power as birds 
of prey, but retaining their desire for 
spring'chickens, decided to coax their 
inexperienced young and hopeful crea¬ 
tures into their (the hawk's) nest, by 
means of crafty designs. With this pur¬ 
pose in view the hawks one nice day 
addresited the inhabitants of the nearest 
chicken coop, saying: "Dear fellow 
birds: We hawks were always fond of 
vou chickens. .Appearances arc decep¬ 
tive. I f we did attack you in open bat¬ 
tle now and then, it was because we 
loved you rather too strongly. .And 
much ought to be forgiven to those who 
loved much. We and you are birds, al¬ 
though not of the same feather. Let us 
now all flock together into our hospit¬ 
able nest and live in harmony in the in¬ 
terests of the airy kingdom of our com¬ 
mon race.” Thus the hawks spake, and 
many of the chickens were delighte/1 to 
the extreme to hear their old adversa¬ 
ries utter such sweet words of reconcil¬ 
iation. These chickens agreed to a 
union with the hawks under the term 
that the latter should agree to rechrist- 
cn their nest and call it henceforth 
“Chicken Coop.” Tiie hawks agreed to 
that, and some other terms imposed up¬ 
on them by their new allies. So all was 
well. But the hawxs, once having gain¬ 
ed the consent of the chickens to a un¬ 
ion, broke their pledges. And then—. 
But what happened then, or rather what 
will happen can he only a matter of con¬ 
jecture, as the fable is still being enact¬ 
ed before our very eyes. Will the chick¬ 
ens he simple-minded enough to allow 
themselves to he swallowed up by the 
crafty hawks or will they come to their 
senses and safely remain in their own 
coop? The future will show it. 

Let us, however, leave allegories for 
the present and try to express our at¬ 
titude towards the historical events in¬ 
augurated in Indianapolis and brought 
to confu.sion in New York. The Social 
Democratic Party started its existence 
uniler the brightest auspices. The old 
middle class parties have no vital prin¬ 
ciples to incorporate, and political par¬ 
ties without principles are bodies with¬ 
out a living soul in Uiem. The day is 
approaching fast and furious when the 
struggle will be w aged only between two 
great parties—the capitalistic party and 
the party of proletarians. The first will 
represent the anachronistic principle of 
anarchism, while the second will incor¬ 
porate the thoroughly modern and sci¬ 
entific principle of raceism or Socialfsm. 
The first party will consist of a small 
class without any useful function in so¬ 
ciety to perform, the second of all toil¬ 
ing humanity. The marvelous growth 
and development of the S. D. P. proved 
that it is a national as well as an inter¬ 
national political organization of the 
proletariate of the United States. We 
do not want to antagonize anybody or 
offend any one. We feel fraternally to¬ 
wards all sincere, public-spirited, ideal-' 
istic men, and especially so towards rad¬ 
ical. thinkers of the Socialistic stamp. 
But truth is dearer than Plato. The 
predece’ssor of the S. D. P. and its con- 
temj)orary, the S. L. P., proved its in¬ 
ability to win the conference and sym¬ 
pathy of the people of the United States, 
whatever the cause of it may he. The 
S. L. P., petrified in the early Lorssa- 
Ican tactics and practices, tactics and 
practices Ictng ago discarded by the S. 
D. P. of Germany. Bossism, heresy 
hunting, intolerance, the preponderance 
of personalities over principles and a 
great deal of authoritative utopiaism, 
made the S. L. P. csnccially obnoxio.us 
to the strongly developed individuality 
of the -American proletarian. Things 
in the S. L. P. went from bad to worse. ' 
The party was rent asunder bV internal 
dissensions and personal aniu'iosities. 
One faction retained the legal right to 
the name of the party. The other fac¬ 
tion was compelled either to start a new 
third Socialistic party without any justi¬ 
fication for it or join the S. D. P. .At 
this juncture the S. L. P. made over¬ 
tures about union to the S. D. P. Noth¬ 
ing was more natural. That faction of 
S. L. P. had no other alternative. There 
was absolutely no cause whatever for 
any members of the S. D. P. to turn 
hysterical on that account. .All sincere 
Socialists always were and will be-fra¬ 
ternally welcomed into the folds of the 
S. D. P. as indinduals. Tlie disorgan¬ 
ized S. L. P., however, wanted to join 
the S. D. P. as an organization. And 
there is where the graivity of the prob¬ 
lem presents itself. Tlte S. L. P. in the 
first instance, is now in a' state of dis¬ 
organization and has, therefore,- no 
right to be recogpiizedyas an organiza¬ 
tion. Secondly, the S. L. P. as an or¬ 
ganization proved to be a disastrous 
failure, and it would be suicidal for the - 
S. D. P. to absorb in itself the germs of 
dissolution permeating the body politic 
of the S. L. P. We do not want the 
S. D. P. to degenerate into an exclusive 
sect, but we do not want also that the 
S. D. P. enter into a compact with the 
S. L. P. or any- othtr Socialistic party 
as a party. TTiere are all kinds of So¬ 
cialists—religious Socialists, state So¬ 
cialists, authoritative Socialists, Utopian 
SodMists, StKialists in general, an-' 
archistic Socialists, single tax and free 
silver Socialists, and no end of confu- 
sionists who style themselves Socialists. 
There is no harm done if they are ac¬ 
cepted into the party individually, "rhey 
will eventually either be educated up 
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Again our party is confronted with 
the question; Shall there be unity 
with the S. L. P. or not? VVe are told 
that our conference committee have 
acted contrary to their instructions: 
that revolt is gaining headway in the 
party. \Vc are certainly in a critical 
condition, but will we better the condi¬ 
tion by voting no union? Can, we af¬ 
ford to bear tin; burden of responsibil¬ 
ity for defeating union? Do we not 
rather encounter a still greater possi¬ 
bility of revolt, and give impetus to an¬ 
other party who might gather strength 
from dissensions among the S. D. P. ? 
I believe so. To me it seems a calam¬ 
ity that the question of union is made 
an issue in the party by the manifesto of 
the national executive committee. W'e 
as a parly cannot aflfonl that failure oi 


union sl||ll be laid at our door. 

A'ote Sir union and the name Social 
DemocrSlic party. .-\nd then, if there 
is no union, it is not our fault. The 
conference committee has submitted no 
proposition or made any agreement 
which does not give to the majority of 
the S. D. P. the opportunity to stand 
■by its honored name, or reject any 
proposition which would make a ma¬ 
jority of the joint parties vote dcci.sive. 

Better Iw far that union should fail 
by failure on name, or some other of 
the propositions, than a vote point- 
blank against union. 

If we do not want to al>ide by a name 
which our party votes in oppo.sition to. 
yet receives a majority oi the combined 
vote of the two parties, all we have to 
do is to vote against the third proposi¬ 
tion. as to name. v 

1 believe our conference committee 
did the best they could under the cir¬ 
cumstances. Though our national 
convention decided that a separate vote 
—each party by itself—should be' the 
rule on all questions, please remember 
that there is a higher authority than the 
national convention or national execu¬ 
tive commitce; and to the highest court 
of the party our committee has agreed 
to submit the matter, viz.—the general 
vote of the party. .-Are we afraid to 
trust the good sense of our rank and 
file? If not, then vole solidly lor union. 

The lack of keeping faith by our 
comrades of the S. L. P. seems to be 
charged by those who were busy in 
bolding side-room meetings to fix 
things. Such efforts never turn out 
well. I know of three delegates at our 
national convention whose conlbine/l 
credential vote was at least three hun¬ 
dred, who were for standing by our 
party name, and argued as I did to in¬ 
struct our conference committee to 
stand by the name Social Democrat; 
these three delegates were very busy in 
consulting with the S. L. P. sub-com¬ 
mittee, and no doubt thought things 
were well fixed, and when it came to a 
vote, voted for the minority recom¬ 
mendation to simply urge our party 
name. 

The convention should have been flat- 
footed and voted for just what they 
wanted, and if union then failed the re¬ 
sponsibility would have rested on the 
S. L. P. and not on us. 

While union is desirable, I maintain 
our S. L. P. friends, by asking us to 
take a new name, they are for the sake 
of pride and a little prestige for them¬ 
selves, asking us to do the cause of So¬ 
cialism, for this year, at least, harm; 
and for the good of our cause we should 
rejuse, even though the result is no un¬ 
ion. 

Now, I am not arguing for our name 
because I love it f^r itself alone, or of 
its applicability from a dictionary defi¬ 
nition when applied to the Socialist 
movement. It does not matter much 
what a word means; but it is all impor¬ 
tant as to what the people think a word 
or name means. 

To the members of the S. D. P. and 
S. L. P. it is taken for granted that it 
means with us so far as the number of 
votes to be secur^, that the result is 
the same whatever theeaame is to be. 
But we are less than lo^ooo votes, and 
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THE TRANSFIGURATION 

.A bare, cheerless room, incumbered 
with old, worn-out furniture; a hard¬ 
working wife, bending wearily over a 
small, rickety stove; the whole pervaded 
with that atmosphere of grime and dull- 
ne.ss which seems to hang oermanently 
over the dwellings of the poor; this was 
the home in which John Carvel stood, 
one morning in the spring. In absolute 
keeping with his surroundings, rough 
an<l rusty as they; with dull, lusterless 
eyes, an/1 gross, homely features—a 
typical laboring man; one of whom the 
better situated -iook down upon as one 
of another species, fashioned with other 
clay, coarser than their own, absolutely 
devoid of all those higher instincts that 
distinguish men from the brutes. He 
was preparing to go to work, but had 
tarried a moment to examine a small 
IKicket left by the postman. 

\\ hen he had removed the paper cov¬ 
ering a small pamphlet was disclosed 
to view, on the face of which was the 
printed word "Socialism.” A look of 
disgust and disappointment came over 
his face. Socialism! What was that to, 
him? What was it, anyhow? He threw' 
down the book, hastily put on his coat; 
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and left the house. 

Two miles to the workshop. The, 
road ran through cultivated fields, re¬ 
lieved here and there by little patches of 
woodland. April was shedding its bloom 
on all nature; the air was light and free, 
filled with the fragrance of early morn¬ 
ing. The trees and shrubs were gay 
with blossoms, while here and there a 
precocious daisy peeped out from the 
grass to drink in the sunbeams. But 
what was all that to John ? John was 
thinking, of his debts, perhaps, or his 
work, or perhaps he was not even 
thinking at all; such might have been 
the observation of the passer-by, seeing 
him plodding along with bowed head 
and empty gaze. Soon he reached the 
scene of his work, and he sat down to 
his task. The long, monotonous hours 
moved slowly forward as he bent over 
the bench in the same attitude which he 
had taken the day before, and the day 
before that, and all the days, weeks, 
months and years since first iie had 
come to labor in the mill. 1'he same 
mechanical movement of the hands, the 
same action until the human automaton 
and the machine of steel seemed con¬ 
founded Into one mechanism, propelled 
by some unknown power. At noon 
there was a respite, a short interval, in 
which. John indulged in a few moments’ 
conversation witti his fellows. What 
did they Ulk about? It matters not. 
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